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XII. 

WORK OF THE UNITED STATES HYDEOGEAPHIC 

OFFICE IN 1873. 



By Commodore R. H. Wyman, U. S. N. 



Communicated. 



Hydeogbaphic Office, Bueeatt of Navigation, 
Washington, Dec. 6th, 1873. 

Me. A. S. Southwoeth, 

American Geographical Society, Cooper Institute, New York. 

Sie, — Replying to your note of the 3d inst., I inform you, with 
pleasure, of the operations of this office during the past year. The 
usual Hydrographic Notices, and Notices to Mariners, have been pre- 
pared as occasion required, and issued ; as also the yearly lists of 
Foreign Lights ; Sailing Directions for the Coast of Brazil, Part I. ; 
The Navigation of the Atlantic Ocean, Steam Lanes across the 
Atlantic, and Routes of Steamers between the English Channel and 
New York; "West Coast of Africa, Part I.; Sailing Directions Red 
Sea, and third supplement of the Northern and Eastern Gulf Stream, 
have been compiled and published. Fifty-eight charts have been 
corrected. Nine new charts are in process of engraving, and 119 
have been prepared by the lithographic process. A party has been 
organized, and the necessary instruments have been prepared, for 
determining the longitude by the electric telegraph of the West- 
India Islands, and the points on the northern coast of South Amer- 
ica where the telegraph-cable has been laid. 

A running survey has been made by Commander Baker, com- 
manding U. S. S. "Wyoming," of the Gulf coast of Mexico from 
the Rio Grande to Vera Cruz, and material errors discovered in the 
longitudes of many points on this coast. In the Pacific Ocean a 
survey has been made by Commander Dewey, commanding the IT. S. 
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ship " Narragansett," of the coast of the Peninsula of California, and 
the outlying islands, from Cape St. Lucas to San Diego. The U. S. 
ship "Portsmouth," Commander Kerrett, has been employed search- 
ing for dangers and shoals marked as doubtful between the Sand- 
wich Islands and the coast of California. As other duties have per- 
mitted, surveys have been made of harbors on the several stations 
by vessels attached to the several squadrons. 

Commander Belknap, U. S. ship " Tuscarora," has been employed 
with marked success in getting deep-sea soundings in connection 
with the proposed Pacific cable. 

Yery respectfully, etc., 

E. H. WYMAN, 
Commodore TJ. S. N~., and Hydrographer. 



